
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 Contessa 26 North Sea Rally 

Information sheet  



General information 

Participants: 

 

Captain Boatname 

Kurt Brewee Byou 

Kevin Thornton Queen Esther 

Peter Hooper Trinco 

Victor Recasens  Constanza 

Rob Kolster Kleine Johanna 

 

We will have a special guest on Sunday. Our Captain of the Class, Mike Harrison will join us 

for a part of the afternoon. 

Navigational information  

Separately provided, you will find the following information. 

● Currents for the Waddenzee 

● Some information “Staandemast” route  

Friday, July 28 

Venue 

Venue is the Oudeschild, marina “De 

waddenhaven”. Website of the marina is 

https://www.waddenhaventexel.nl. The entrance to 

the marina is through the general harbour of 

Oudeschild. Coming from the waddenzee, 

dependent on the tide, there can be a strong 

current across the entrance. On the building of the 

harbor office there can be a signal to indicate that 

access to the harbor is prohibited, normally when a 

large vessel is leaving the harbor. After entry, turn 

starboard. See here what can happen when you do 

not turn fast enough. Towards the back of the 

fishing harbour, you will find the first marina, 

continue around this first marina, until you find the Waddenhaven (see picture). 

 

https://www.waddenhaventexel.nl/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjAFx4q85SA


The harbourmaster was unwilling to reserve some space on the ponton. I will arrive Friday 

during the day and will try to secure some spaces on the first pontoon (B) on port. If any of 

you arrive earlier, please do the same. Fees for your stay will have to be paid at the harbor 

office. 

 

I am sure that we will find ample time to meet and greet on the pontoon and have some 

drinks.  

Things to do / see on Texel   

Tuktuk hire. If you bring your driving license you can hire a tuktuk, so that you can tour the 

island. Nice way to look around.  

 

Nice places to go are: 

● Den Burg - capital of the island. Nice place to look around and do shopping. 

● De Slufter - if you like to walk, this is a great place to go. 

● De Cocksdorp - Northern village with the lighthouse and a nice beachclub, the Noord 

Kaap. 

Restaurant  

I have reserved a table for us at the Compagnie. Reservation is for 18:30 and is for all 

participants. If you decide not to join, please let me know, so that I can change reservations. 

I suggest that we arrange with the waiter that we pay individually. 

Saturday July 29 

Trip of the day 

This day we will sail via Kornwerderzand to Hindeloopen. Best time to leave is around 09:00. 

We exit the harbor to port and will follow the Texelstroom east. After that we continue east 

through the “Dove Balg”. To Starboard, you will see the “Afsluitdijk”, the dike that was build 

in 5 years and completed in 1932. With the completion of the dike, the Southsea (zuiderzee) 

because the IJsselmeer. We continue through the Boontjes to Kornwerderzand.  

 

Here we will go through the locks on to the IJsselmeer. Normally this is pretty busy. The rule 

is the commercial vessels have priority. Recreational vessels is first come, first served. 

However, especially the vessels of the “Brown fleet” or charter vessels have some difficulty 

with this rule. Also, unlike the British, the Dutch are not very good at queuing. So do not 

expect that others will wait for you, if you were earlier than them. Overall “easy does it” will 

work best. Gently move in with the masses. Fenders are recommended. 

 

Once we are through the locks, we will continue south towards Hindeloopen. On the 

IJsselmeer, there are no currents. One of the things that you need to know is that 

commercial vessels have priority on “in-land waters”.   

http://tuktukexpresstexel.nl/
https://www.texel.net/nl/over-texel/dorpen/den-burg
https://www.texel.net/nl/over-texel/natuur/in-het-noorden-van-texel/
https://www.texel.net/nl/over-texel/dorpen/de-cocksdorp
http://www.decompagnietexel.nl/


Venue of the day 

We will dock in the old harbor of Hindeloopen. 

When you enter the harbor continue straight 

on in the direction of the small lock and the bell 

tower. See arrow. The harbor master is 

expecting us and will have reserved some 

space for us. The first to arrive will need to find 

out where the reserved space is. Payment can 

be done at the harbor office, and with a bit of 

luck you will get an “Oorlam”, a welcome drink. 

 

When we all have arrived, we will have a drink 

on the pontoon. After that around 19:00.  

Things to do in Hindeloopen 

Hindeloopen is a very nice village (officially it is a town). Walking around is highly 

recommended. Apart from that, I guess there is not a lot to do, but the atmosphere is so nice 

that it seems to be enough. Of course there are some bars and there is a large marina and a 

yacht brooker where you can pick your next ship.    

Restaurant 

I have reserved a table for us at the “Drie Harinkjes”. Reservation is for 19:00 and is for all 

participants. If you decide not to join, please let me know, so that I can change reservations. 

I suggest that we arrange with the waiter that we pay individually. 

Sunday July 30 

Trip of the day 

First part of today we will do a “race”. As I have not been 

able to arrange a race official, we need to rely on the 

Contessa sailor’s honor and honesty. The race will start 

at buoy H2-W1, time 9:30 AM. This buoy will have to be 

passed sailing, and kept on port side no earlier than 9:30. 

You are allowed to leave later, but the earliest arrival 

time (CET) at the finish determines the winner. The buoy 

VF-B needs to be kept on port side. The finish is between 

KG 9 and the land. Please note the time that you pass 

the finish line. We will be competing for the North Sea 

Rally Cup.     

 

http://www.de3harinkjes.nl/


Depending on how fast we go, we will 

either directly continue through the locks at 

Enkhuizen, or dock at the harbour of 

Enkhuizen. We will communicate on what 

we will do by marifoon, channel to be 

confirmed before departure.  

 

Time permitting we do a brief city tour of 

Enkhuizen. Either way, eventually we will 

pass the lock and continue to Hoorn, 

which is on the “Markermeer”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Venue of the day 

In Hoorn, we will dock in the old 

harbor (the binnenhaven”. Also 

here there will be space reserved 

for us.  

 

After entry of the harbor of Hoorn, 

you will need to continue in the 

direction of the “Hoofd of Hoorn”, 

a distinct old building. Behind that 

building, there is a small passage  

We will have to check where the 

reserved spot is upon arrival.  

 

I assume that we will have a berth on the west side of the Binnenhaven, which is on the side 

of the park. We will meet our Captain of the Class here, and of course will welcome him with 

a drink.  

Things to do in Hoorn 

Hoorn is a very nice village, and it is highly recommended to walk through it if you have time. 

On the site of the VVV, you can find a walking tour through the town, but just following 

instinct will get to the best places as well; they simply can not be missed. There is a nice 

museum “Westfries museum” about the “Golden age” of the Netherlands and there is a 

replica of a VOC vessel, the “Halve Maen”.  

 

http://www.vvvhartvannoordholland.nl/content/plaats.asp?menu=1028_000126_000000_000000
http://westfriesmuseum.com/
https://www.halvemaenhoorn.nl/


Restaurant 

I have reserved a table in “Spijckers”, around 19:00. This restaurant has an Indonesian rice 

table, a mix of some oriental dishes. During the dinner, we will honor the fastest Contessa 26 

of the day with the official “Contessa 26 North Sea Rally” cup. This will also be the official 

end of the rally; on Monday all of us will go our own separate ways. 

While you are around  

Those of you who have a bit more time may consider visiting the following: 

1. Enkhuizen. This is a nice old town and has a nice open air museum, with a large 

collection of old “Zuiderzee” buildings.  

2. Medemblik. Also a pleasant village with lot’s of things to see and do, and with some 

nice terraces.  

3. One of the other “Waddeneilanden”. Both Terschelling and Vlieland will be very busy 

harbors, but the real island atmosphere can still be found there. If you consider 

Vlieland, place note that the harbor can be closed off when there are too many 

visitors. Anchoring is then the only other option. 

4. Marken. This former island is well known throughout the world and therefore very 

touristic. Still it is worth paying a visit. Something special about Marken: if you find a 

spot in the municipal harbour, you will not have to pay!  

5. Amsterdam. When visiting Amsterdam, I prefer to go to the Sixhaven. This is a 

relatively small marina, very close to the ferry that will take you to the Central station 

and directly to city center. The harbour is often very busy, but I have never heard 

about them rejecting visitors.  

6. Staandemast route. There is a route through Amsterdam and through Haarlem. 

Following one of these routes, you will be able to go through inland waters, via 

Alphen aan de Rijn, Gouda and Dordrecht to Zeeland, which is the other main  

sailing area of the Netherlands. If you go through this route, do not forget to stop in 

Dordrecht and Willemstad. And while you are in Zeeland, I would recommend to 

make sure you visit Zierikzee and Veere.  

 

During the Rally we will have ample time to go over this and share further information. 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.spijckers.nl/


Contessa 26 

North Sea 

Rally report 
During the 50th anniversary 

rally, which took place in July 

2016 the plan was launched to 

organise an event with the 

Netherlands as destination. After 

some reminders and 

encouragements from the Solent 

the challenge was accepted and  

the idea for a North Sea rally 

was born. The idea was 

received positively on both sides 

of the North Sea. Closer to the actual date of the rally we had a good representation of 

countries around the North Sea; 2 participating ships from the UK, 1 from Belgium and 2 

from the Netherlands. 

  

 

The starting point of the rally was Oudeschild, 

Texel. This one one the Wadden islands in the 

north of the Netherlands. The week before the 

rally, depressions ruled and the conditions for 

the UK participants were challenging. Queen 

Esther of Kevin Thornton made the crossing 

from Medway. Queen Esther had to change 

course to Rotterdam, due some problems with 

the leakage through the drive shaft bearing. 

Unfortunately this problem resulted in the fact 

that Queen Esther could not participate during 

the event. Trinco, with Caroline and Peter Hooper arrived on Thursday after a bumpy ride 

from Burnham on Crouch in 

Oudeschild.  

 

The participants from the 

European side of the North Sea all 

targeted arrival on Friday. Kleine 

Johanna had a easy run from 

Medemblik, although a 30 knot 

wind on the nose and tacking 

against the tide on the 

Waddenzee slowed her down 

quite a bit. Constanza with Victor 



Recasens had a more challenging run from IJmuiden. After picking up his crew in Den 

Helder he made it to Oudeschild. Kurt Brewee with Bijou decide to join the fleet one day 

later. 

 

Saturday the cruise from Texel first 

took the fleet to Kornwerderzand, 

through the Texelstroom, Dove 

Balg and the Boontjes. The cruise 

was very smooth although there 

was plenty of wind, the favorable 

current and wind direction made it 

a truly leisurely cruise across the 

Waddenzee. The locks at 

Kornwerd giving access to the 

IJsselmeer were fortunately not too 

busy. After Kornwerd the fleet set 

sail again and with a strong half 

wind we rushed to Hindeloopen. The Harbour master had reserved space for the fleet. Bijou 

joined us after a memorable overnight stay in Volendam, so that we were complete.  

 

After a good sleep and a pleasant morning in Hindeloopen, it was time for the race. During 

after-dinner drinks on Saturday evening, the race - fact sheet was reviewed. Apparently the 

drinks had influenced the level of attention for the rules and the layout of the race, as the 

start of the race was rather dis-organised. Official starting time was long past by the time the 

participants arrived. Bijou went off in a completely different direction, while changing sails 

and had to turn around in order to start properly. Same for Trinco, albeit on a smaller scale. 

The exception was Constanza who started following the regulations, together with Kleine 

Johanna.  

 

The race conditions can 

best be described as wet 

and windy; up to 32 knots 

were noted and basically 

the whole circuit was 

beating against the wind. 

That, in combination with 

the famous short and 

steep swell of the 

IJsselmeer turned the race 

into an ideal test for the 

oilskins. The race turned 

out to be a test of man and 

materials. Constanza tore 

the jib and all ships reported a lot of water in the boats. The latter was more a "man" than 

material issue; most of the problems were caused by open drains of the sink; all Contessa 

26 sailors know what that means.  

 



The Contessa's are lived up to the reputation; without missing a beat, the fleet tacked 

towards Enkhuizen. The boats also lived up to the nickname "Submarine with sails". The 

race-leader "Kleine Johanna" finished first, followed by Trinco. Bijou came in third, as Kurt 

had put the wrong finish buoy in his GPS. Constanza, due to material problems cam in last. 

 

The proposal to stay in Enkhuizen, rather than to go on to Hoorn was received positively, so 

we made it to the Buitenhaven of Enkhuizen where we met Mike Harrison. During dinner the 

next edition of the North Sea rally was discussed and we decided that Mid July 2019 in the 

UK would be a nice target. Following morning Mike dropped by to say goodbye. 11:30 the 

fleet went their own way; Trinco through the Staandemast route to Dordrecht; Bijou towards 

IJmuiden and Kleine Johanna a hop around the corner to Medemblik. Constanza remained 

in Enkhuizen for the week.  

 

    


